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Opening statement
➢ No definitive answer

➢ Raise issues and questions
➢ Explore at chapter level.
Agree with the following statement entitled…
The Family, its Roles, Composition and Structure
(United Nations Population Information Network)

The World Population Plan of Action affirms that …
➢ "the family is the basic unit of society and should be protected by
appropriate legislation and policy"
➢ Everywhere families perform important socio-economic and cultural
functions
➢ Provide the natural framework for the emotional, financial and
material support
➢ Essential to development of their members (infants and children,
elderly, disabled and infirm.

➢ Family in all its forms is the cornerstone of the world community.

➢ Primary agents of socialization - preserving and transmitting
cultural values.

➢ Educate, train, motivate and support their individual members
➢ Vital resource for development - important agents of sustainable

development at all levels of society

➢ Specific functions
➢ Establishing emotional, economic and social bonds (esp. children)
➢ Procreation and sexual relations between spouses
➢ Protecting family members
➢ Giving a name and status to family members (Identity)
➢ Provide basic care, socialization and education of children.
http://www.un.org/popin/icpd/prepcomm/official/rap/RAP4.html

Marriage &Family from two perspectives
1. Theological - Institution ordained and regulated by God
➢ The original blueprint – Before sin
➢ A corruption of the original – After sin
➢ Warning – don’t confuse the didactic with the narrative
➢ The former is a true record of the correct ideology and behavioural
framework. The latter can be a true record of a wrong idea and
behavior. E.g. polygamy, David committing adultery, etc.

2. Sociological and anthropological – Man made Institution
➢ Regulated by social legal system
➢ Ignores theology (God)
➢ Concentrates on how marriage and family has evolved and is
evolving within the context of specific cultures (religion, values,

traditions and customs, and economies).

Highlight some influences and changes
➢ Culture - (religion and traditions)
➢ Economics - (industrialization-migration of workers, wages, type of
job opportunities-gender roles blurred, education).
➢ Popular idea in 19th and 20th Century …
➢ Husband breadwinner - wife homemaker
➢ Changes more economic freedom for women

➢ Marriage based on pragmatism (usefulness) vs. emotional idealism (love)
➢ Wars - fewer men and women taking over jobs traditionally for men.
➢ Political - women’s rights, access to vote etc.
While there are now many forms available to people, the family itself is not

disappearing.

Forms
➢ Married with kids
➢ Married with no kids
➢ Single-parent with young children (divorced or deceased)
➢ Associated with difficult economic, child, and health outcomes…
➢ Disadvantages associated with …
➢ Lower incomes

➢ Too little parental involvement and supervision
➢ Residential mobility.
➢ Same sex marriages

Trends
➢ Post-1960s, entry into marriage lot later.
➢ Formalized marriage losing its status, especially in Western countries.
➢ Cohabitation without marriage has increased – esp. before children are born.

➢ Led to a decrease in the overall prevalence of marriage among women.

➢ Increased divorce rate in most countries.
➢ Severe inequalities in the division of labour and in the distribution of power
exist also within many families.
➢ The discussion on children's rights to decide on their own affairs has only
begun.
➢ Gender equality - a true partnership between men and women on the basis of
equal rights and responsibilities is the challenge of modern families. Many of

those changes are now beginning to appear in the developing countries.

Christian concern is with the original blueprint
➢ How we by God’s grace get back to it.
➢ Few points to note from Gen 1:26-31; 2:18-25; 3:16-17

➢ Created distinctively male and female. Have dominion over earth
together
➢ Leave original family and cleave (united, bonds, joined, holds fast to)
in order to become one flesh (unity, co-operation, collaboration,
dependency). Opposite is incompatibility, opposition, sabotage,
independent

Other Scriptural Considerations
1. Marriage instituted and designed by God. Gen.2:18-25.
2. Heart of marriage is companionship and intimacy Gen. 2:18, 24.
3. Relationship between husband and wife is similar to that between Christ
and the church. Eph. 5:23.
4. The husband is the head of the wife and home as Christ is the head of the
church. Eph. 5:31-32.

5. Husbands must exercise headship in love. Eph.5:25-33; Col. 3:19

6. Husbands must treat their wives with respect and as equal heirs of God's
gifts. 1 Peter 3:7. 90
7. The husband must manage his own home well; he is the manager. 1 Tim.
3:4
8. The husband and father is primarily responsible for training the children.
Eph. 6:4.
9. God's design for the wife is that of a helper suitable for man. Gen. 2:18.
10. Husband and wife must seek to reflect the relationship between Christ
and his church. Eph.5:25, 32.

11. A wife is to submit to her husband, as the church submits to Christ. Eph.
5:22-24; Col. 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1-2

12. A woman is not to exercise authority over a man. 1 Tim. 2:'1.'1.-1.4.
13. The Bible gives a description of a wife of noble character, who uses her

gifts faithfully. Prov.31:10-31.
14. The fear of the Lord is more important than physical beauty. Prov. 31:30;

1 Peter 3:3-4.
15. Husbands and wives must not fight and destroy each other. Gal:5:15

16. Both husband and wife must quickly pursue peace when trouble arises.

Matt. 523-24; Rom. 12:18.
17. A house divided against itself cannot stand. Matt.72:25.

18. Keep loving those who are wayward. 2 Sam. 18:33.

